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SUPERINTENDENT JOHN PATRICK WATSON, APM 4226 — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.04 pm]: I rise to make a ministerial statement on the 
death of retired superintendent John Patrick Watson, APM 4226. Last Thursday, 15 February, it was my privilege 
to attend the funeral of former police superintendent John “Watto” Watson in Bunbury. John Watson was born on 
3 September 1948, and joined the Western Australia Police Force on 26 January 1970. John’s career included 
serving in the traffic branch, Leonora and Quairading Police Stations, Kalgoorlie gold stealing squad, Division 79, 
protective services, South West District office and Great Southern District office. One of the highlights of his career 
included providing personal protection to Pope John Paul during his 1986 papal visit to Australia. 

John was superintendent at South West District office from 1996 to 2003, and Great Southern District office from 
2003 to 2005. When I met him, he was superintendent in the south west and I was the newly appointed shadow 
Minister for Police in the Gallop opposition. He had a formidable reputation, and I was not disappointed! He shared 
with me some of his strategies for policing in the south west. In his own colourful way, he explained that he was 
always accompanied by his two best friends—Smith and Wesson; a colourful joke that I of course ruined as police 
minister with the statewide rollout of the Glock pistol. He also became known as “GWN”—not “Golden West” 
but “Golden Watto’s Network”. His infamous one-liners included, “Running the bad apples out of Donnybrook”, 
and the much-quoted and sometimes varied, “My gang is bigger than yours”—a reference to police outnumbering 
crooks. I do not think that we will see such an outspoken advocate of policing again. I cannot imagine any of our 
current senior officers saying to offenders, “Your arse is grass and I’m the lawnmower”! 
During his 35 years as a career officer John was an outspoken advocate for frontline police and vulnerable 
members of the community. He was serious about policing, but always added a touch of humour to his frequent 
media appearances. John retired on 4 July 2005 and lived in Preston Beach with his wife Larraine. They became 
an important part of the Preston Beach community, and he continued to provide comfort and confidence in the 
WA Police Force. John and Larraine also assisted the community in recovering from the devastating 2016 
bushfires. John “Watto” Watson, aged 69, passed away on 7 February 2018. He left the people of this state a strong 
legacy of integrity, decency and firm leadership. I am sure that the house will join me in extending our condolences 
to his wife, Larraine, to his extended family and to his friends and former colleagues. He was in every sense of the 
word a giant of a man, and will be sorely missed. 
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